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DESCRIPTION

Muhlenbergia rigens
DEER GRASS

Green soft mounding perennial ornamental grass. 
This true AZ native occurs around 2500 to 7000 
ft. in elevation usually associated with drainages, 
riparian areas or as understory plants with various 
pine and juniper species. They form a naturally 
soft rounded mound of evergreen foliage. When 
in bloom, multiple tight vertical flower/seed stalks 
appear to make it look like a big pin cushion.  
Moderate moisture in low desert landscapes keeps 
them flush and fresh looking through the summer. 
As with all Muhly grasses, little to no maintenance 
is best, but trimming them to the ground in early 
spring just prior to new foliage growing back is best. 
Many practical landscape applications including for 
foundational plants, erosion control, oasis to desert 
transitions, containers or around patios or pools. 
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